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present : all members of the commission and of the central and the bombay provincial committees.
Mr. C. W. A. TURNER, C.I.E., I.C.S., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay.
The Chairman : Before we call in our first witness, I think it may be well for me to make a few remarks to the Conference as a whole, though I have no intention of occupying precious time by any formal introductory speech. The Section of the Government of India Act under which the Commission is appointed, and the Warrant of Appointment itself, lay. down accurately the purpose and scope of the inquiry which the Commissioners, with the help of their colleagues who compose the Central and Pro-viacial Committees, are about to undertake. I think it is well to quote the words. We are appointed " for the purpose of inquiring into the working of the system of government, the growth of education and the' development of representative institutions in British India, and 'matters connected therewith." The Section is, of course, Section 84a.
So far as the growth of education is concerned, this branch of the inquiry is for the moment in the hands of an auxiliary committee composed of 3 British and 3 Indian members, and its Chairman hopes to be able to furnish to us, at any rate by the end of December, the results of the review which that Committee is engaged in making. Later on in our tour—next year—with the help of the Central Committee, which' will be going round India with us, we shall examine this document drawn up by the auxiliary committee, and we hope to have the advantage of discussing it with the Education Committee.
In the same way, we have made arrangements by which the different Provincial Committees will have the opportunity of meeting us in the latter part of our tour, and this review drawn up by the Education Committee will be one of the subjects which no doubt they will like to confer with us upon. But in view of the inquiry which is oiow being conducted by this auxiliary committee, the Conference came to a decision, at its private preliminary meeting on Saturday last, not at present to examine witnesses with reference to education. It would be convenient, I think, if the gentlemen of the press would be good enough to note that, and to note the reason for it. It is not that we do not treat, it as a mos£ important part of our inquiry ; it is that we do not wish to duplicate effort and to waste time.
Then there is another consideration which must be borne in mind and which will help us all to make the best use of our time. There are a number of very important subjects which are within the scope of our inquiry which crop up in the memoranda again and again and in almost every Province. Now, we must organise our inquiry so as to avoid needless repetition. It must not be supposed, therefore, that we are neglecting an important subject because it is not made the topic of extensive evidence at every place in India that we visit. There will'be a number of cases in which the convenient and practical course will be to examine into the topic thoroughly at some onej place, and though we examine it at this one. pla&e our examination none the less will have its bearing upon the question wherever it arises in India.
Let me give one or two examples. The European Association and the Associated Chambers of Commerce have presented us with important memoranda. These memoranda, of course, must not only be studied but they must be investigated with the help of witnesses. But the Conference could not contemplate hearing witnesses, even on so important a subject as that, over and over again in everj?-centre
 that we visit. I have made some inquiries in this particular case, and I believe it will be found to be the convenient course to take what I may call the main case of the European Association—and I should have thought of the Associated Chambers of Commerce too—at Calcutta. All we want to do is to arrange it in the way that is most convenient. Unfortunately you cannot always succeed in tha^, but obviously we have to choose some great business centre and then devote ourselves to considering this important case with all proper fullness and care. But at the same time, of course, if there is some special feature which one or other of the branches in India raises elsewhere and which needs evidence, we should not, I think, exclude the possibility of hearing that evidence on the spot. To take an example, here in the Bombay Presidency the Bombay Chamber of Commerce has contributed a memorandum which, amongst other things, refers' to this very serious question of the proper financial relations between the Presidency of Bombay and the Central Government. Well, it may be—I merely mention it as a possibility—that a witness at any rate on that side of the matter from the Chamber of Commerce here may -be thought by the Conference to be a useful witness to hear. But I would deprecate the idea that we can go through the main case again and B.gain in every place to which we go.
I will give another instance or two. I feel sure Dr. Ambedkar and Rao Bahadur Rajah will agree with me that the case of the Depressed Classes is unquestionably a very important case, to which I am quite sure we shall all wish to give adequate and careful attention ; but I do not think we could be expected to go through that case in detail in every single place that we visit. In this particular Presidency we have the advantage of-a memorandum on this subject for which I believe Dr. Ambedkar himself is partly responsible, as well as other memoranda ; and it may be, and in fact I think it would be, useful to spend some time on that subject here in the Bombay Presidency. But my inclination is tQpthink, though I have not yet been able to consult all my colleagues about it, that the main case may possibly have to be investigated later on, say in Madras.
The same general consideration applies to that very important community, the Anglo-Indian community. We certainly could not go over "that ground again and again in every centre. I think, gentlemen, it is true that we must concentrate on particular places for our main investigation into big questions. I think myself that this is true—I throw it out to you as a suggestion—even of matters which are of such widespread and general importance and difficulty as the communal question. I do not say there will be any province of India where that question is prominent that would not rightly expect us, while we were in the Province, to hear some' evidence, as well as give our personal attention to the matter; but I think we must contemplate going into it in what I may call general and abstract terms at one or two gi^eat centres. One would think, for example, that the Punjab and perhaps Bengal were places where it would be desirable to go into that great issue which you are going to help us to elucidate and illuminate in greater detail than elsewhere.
There is one other"-observation I wish to make before we begin. I venture to think it is an'observation of very great importance, and I would most respectfully press it on the attention of my Indian

